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Notes on the Distribution of the Genus Seladonia
(Hymenoptera, Halictidae) in the Oriental Region
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Department of Biological Science, Faculty of Science, Kyushu University,
Fukuoka, 812-8581 Japan

and

Takeshi MATSUMURA
658-72, Sankucho, Nasushiobara, Tochigi Pref., 329-2745 Japan

Abstract  Distribution data of four Seladonia species in the Oriental Region including new
localities are reported. New records are as follows: S. lucidipennis from Bangladesh, S. propin-
qua from Fujian Prov. (China), and S. vicina from both Bangladesh and Hainan Prov. (China).

Introduction

The sweat bee genus Seladonia ROBERTSON (Halictidae, Halictinae) is a nearly
cosmopolitan group, with 107 species (ASCHER and PICKERING, 2012). It is characterized
by the body with a metallic green or blue-green luster, the straight posterior margin of
forth metasomal sternum, and the male genitalia with medial lobe on upper gonostylus.
Most species inhabit the warm temperate zone in the Palaearctic Region, with only 9
species occurring in the Oriental Region (PESENKO, 2006). SAKAGAMI and EBMER (1987)
reviewed the Oriental species, and additional information was given by DAWUT and
TADAUCHI (2000-2002) and by NIU et al. (2004) in the revisions of Asiatic or Chinese
species. However, information on the Seladonia fauna of the Oriental Region is still poor,
due to lack of enough material. Recently, the first author, RM had an opportunity to
examine the collections of Oriental sweat bees deposited in some institutions and has
found some species new to science (MURAO and MATSUMURA, 2011; MURAO, un-
publish). In this paper, we report distribution data of some Oriental Seladonia species
including new localities.

The specimens in the following collections were examined: MAA’s collection in the
Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA (BPBM); Entomological Labo-
ratory, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan (ELKU); SAKAGAMI’s
collection in the Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo, Japan (MNHAH); and
personal collection of each author, without abbreviation. The specimens collected by the
third author will be deposited in the Natural Historical Museum of Tribhuvan University,
Nepal, in the future.

1. Seladonia (Seladonia) lucidipennis (SMITH, 1853)
Specimens examined. [THAILAND] 2 females, Pi Mai, 50km NE of Nakhon

Ratchasima, 4. viii. 1970 (K. YANO, ELKU). [BANGLADESH] 6 females, IPSA Campus
Gazipur Distr., 16. 1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, 1 female collected on Brassica sp.), 3.



78 Ryuki MURAO, Osamu TADAUCHI and Takeshi MATSUMURA

ii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, 2 females on Brassica sp., 2 females on Brassica pekin-
ensis), 5. 1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Calendula officinalis), 1 female, Raiganj
Raiganj Distr., 21. i. 1993 (O. TADAUCHIL, ELKU, on Brassica sp.), 1 female, Khord,
Niomatpur Naogaon Distr., 27. i. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Brassica sp.);, 6
females, Bhawal Nat. Park Gazipur Distr., 31. 1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on
Anthemis rigescens), 9. i1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Cosmos bipinnatus), 1. iii.
1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Anthemis rigescens), 6 females, Nat. Botan. Garden
Mirpur, Dhaka, 23. i. 1993 (O. TADAUCHIL, ELKU, on 7Tagetes patula), 2. ii. 1993 (O.
TAapAUCHI, ELKU, on Cosmos bipinnatus), 13. ii. 1993 (O. TApAuUCHI, ELKU, on
Calendula officinalis).

Published records in the Oriental Region. Pakistan: BLUTHGEN (1926), SAKA-
GAMI and EBMER (1987). India: SMITH (1853), BLUTHGEN (1926, 1931), SAKAGAMI and
EBMER (1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2002). Sri Lanka: SMITH (1879), BLUTHGEN
(1926), SAKAGAMI and EBMER (1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2002). Nepal, Thailand:
SAKAGAMI and EBMER (1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2002). Myanmar: BLUTHGEN
(19206).

Distribution. This species is widely distributed from northern Africa to southeastern
Asia (PESENKO, 2006): Cape Verde Islands, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Israel,
Arabian Peninsula, Asia Minor, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrghyzstan,
Mongolia, China, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh (new record), Myanmar,
Thailand.

2. Seladonia (Seladonia) propinqua (SMITH, 1853)

Specimens examined. [NEPAL] 4 females, Kalimati, Kathmandu, 8. iv. 2004 (T.
MATSUMURA, on Antirrhinum sp.), 18. x. 2004 (T. MATSUMURA, on Tagetes sp.), 4
females and 2 males, Kalimati, Kathmandu, 3. vi. 2004, AM10:00-11:00 (T. MATSU-
MURA, 1 female on Portulaca sp., 2 males on Dahlia sp.), 4. v. 2004, AM10:30-11:30 (T.
MATSU-MURA, 2 females on Coreopsis sp., 1 female on Antirrhinum sp.); 1 male,
Swayanbhu, Kathmandu, 23. vi. 2003 (T. MATSUMURA). [CHINA] 1 male, Chungah,
Bohea Hill, Fukien (now Fujian Prov.), 6. v. 1938 (T. C. MAA, BPBM); 2 females and 15
males, QiMaba, DolNia Mil, Yunnan Prov., 9. v. 2012 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU: Code Nos.
BeeF TadauchiO1011 in female, BeeFTadauchi01000-01008 in male), 10. v. 2012 (O.
TADAUCHI, ELKU: Code Nos. BeeFTadauchi01010 in female, BeeFTadauchi00994—
00999 in male); 1 male, DolNia, DolNia Mil, Yunnan Prov., 13. v. 2012 (O. TADAUCHI,
ELKU: Code No. BeeFTadauchi01009).

Published records in the Oriental Region. India: SMITH (1853), CAMERON (1896),
VACHAL (1902), SAKAGAMI and EBMER (1987). Nepal, Thailand: SAKAGAMI and EBMER
(1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2001). Myanmar: BLUTHGEN (1926). China (Guangdong
and Yunnan Provs.): NIU ef al. (2004).

Distribution. India, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, China (Fujian Prov.= new record,
Guangdong and Yunnan Provs.).

3. Seladonia (Seladonia) aeraria (SMITH, 1873)
Specimens examined. [JAPAN] 1 female, Cape Hedo, Kunigami-son, Okinawa-

jima, Okinawa Pref., Ryukyus, 29. vii. 2011 (R. MURAO). [CHINA] Hunan Prov.: 1 male,
Changteh, Yangshan, 11. x. 1938 (T.C. MAA, BPBM). Fujian Prov.: 7 females and 2
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males, Shaowu, Tachuland, 20. iv. 1943 (T.C. MAA, BPBM), 7. v. 1942 (T.C. MAA,
BPBM), 13. viii. 1945 (T.C. MAA, BPBM), 23. ix. 1942 (T.C. MAA, BPBM), 27. ix. 1943
(T.C. MAA, BPBM); 4 females and 1 male, Chungan, Sanchiang~Miaowan, 1. v. 1942
(T.C. MAA, BPBM), 10. vii. 1943 (T.C. MAA, BPBM); 3 males, Yungan, 15. ii. 1940
(T.C. MAA, BPBM), 1. xii. 1940 (T.C. MAA, BPBM), xii. 1944 (T.C. MAA, BPBM); 1
male, Chungan, Lower Kuatung, 16. x. 1941 (T.C. MAA, BPBM); 1 male, Shaowu city, 6.
xi. 1943 (T.C. MAA, BPBM); 1 male, Chungan, Tsiliochiao, alt. 1000m, 17. x. 1941 (T.C.
MaA, BPBM). Zhejiang Prov.: 21 females and 33 males, Mt. Tianmushan, Linan, 18-19.
ix. 1995 (O. TApAUCHI, ELKU). [TAIWAN] 1 female, Saramao-Heiganzan, Taichd-shd,
18. vii. 1932 (T. Esaki, ELKU); 1 female, Musha, 18. v. — 15. vi. 1919 (T. OKUNI ef al.,
MNHAH); 3 females, Wushe, 24. iv. 1974 (M. SHIOKAWA, MNHAH), 25. iv. 1974 (M.
SHIOKAWA, MNHAH); 1 female and 1 male, Wushe, Nantou, 29. x. — 2. xi. 1972 (Sk.
YAMANE, MNHAH); 12 males, Huanshan, 15. x. 1977 (K. YAMAUCHI, MNHAH); 3
females and 8 males, Meishan, alt. 864m, 100km NE., Kaohsiung, 8-9. ix. 1979 (Y.
HIRASHIMA, ELKU).

Published records in the Oriental Region. Japan, Ryukyu Islands: MAETA et al.
(1998), MURAO (2009). Taiwan: STRAND (1914), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2000). China
(Hunan, Zhejiang, Fujian, and Yunnan Provs.): NIU ef al. (2004).

Distribution. Mongolia, Russian Far East, China, Taiwan, Korean Peninsula, Japan.

4. Seladonia (Seladonia) vicina (VACHAL, 1894)

Specimens examined. [CHINA] 1 female, Jianfengling, Hainan Is., 24. ii. 2009 (T.
IipA). [BANGLADESH] 9 females, Nat. Botan. Garden Mirpur, Dhaka, 23. i. 1993 (O.
TapAucHL ELKU, 2 females on Cosmos bipinnatus and Tagetes patula, respectively), 2.
ii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, 2 females on Cosmos bipinnatus and Tagetes patula,
respectively), 13. ii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, 2 females on Cosmos sulphureus, 1
female on Tagetes patuka), 23. ii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Tagetes patula), 2. iii.
1993 (O. TapAucHI, ELKU, on Cosmos bipinnatus); 1 female, Kaohpur, Bandar
Narayangon Distr., 18. i. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on Brassica sp.); 5 females and 2
males, Kutambapur Chandina Comilla Distr., 19. 1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, on
Brassica sp.); 2 females, Simla near Baiganj Serajgon; Distr., 26. 1. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI,
ELKU, on Brassica sp.); 6 females, Bhawai Nat. Park Gazipur Distr., 31. 1. 1993 (O.
TAapAUCHL, ELKU, 4 females on Anthemis rigescens), 9. ii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU,
2 females on Cosmos bipinnatus), 8 females, ISPA Campus Gazipur Distr., 3. ii. 1993 (O.
TApAuUCHI, ELKU, 1 female on Allium fistulosum, 1 female on Tagetes patula), 5. ii.
1993 (O. TADAUCHI, ELKU, 1 female on Calendula officinalis), 24. ii. 1993 (O.
TapAucHL, ELKU, 1 female on Helianthus debilis), 3. iii. 1993 (O. TADAUCHL, ELKU, 1
female on Coriandrum sativum coriander, 1 female on Brassica pekinensis), 11. iii. 1993
(O. TapAucHl, ELKU, 1 female on Brassica oleracea, 1 female on Calendula
officinalis).

Published records in the Oriental Region. India: CAMERON (1908), BLUTHGEN
(1926), SAKAGAMI and EBMER (1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2001). Myanmar:
VACHAL (1894), BLUTHGEN (1926). Thailand: COCKERELL (1929), SAKAGAMI and
EBMER (1987), DAWUT and TADAUCHI (2001).

Distribution. India, Nepal, Bangladesh (new record), Myanmar, Thailand, China
(Hainan Prov.: new record, Xinjiang Uygur).
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